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Here is John MeCloy's draft of a 
prssible Presidential reply to Khrushchey 
which has just reached us from USUN. May 
I sugsest that you have someone call 
Governor Stevenson's affice to say that 
4{t 45 receiving consideration in the 
white Eouse Drafting Group. I will be 
εἰδὰ to do this if you wish to cell me. 
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I have your letter to me dates Φ Στὸ studied 
with great care the dsvelopnent of your thinking and I very 
much appreciate tue frankness with which you Lave exposed your 
feelings anc thoughts in tue matter which now canceras US BO δεξὶ)». 

There are statemerta sontaing# in jour letter with wricc 1 
becrtily agree and there are some with which I az in stronge 
disagreenent. I do mot at thie tine feel thet it would be 
profiteadle te desl specifically with these statensnts bejer- 
Bcying teat I δὰ shocked that you δου) have autnorized tre 
Snstziiation in Cuba of eorpleted nuciesar weape:s in 1016 
Clandestine manner. 

Σ ἀρ not believe tuat the tosory tost no mtter bow cose.) 


δ: gestructive a weapon may be, incluciry a Rundrec mecets:. 


Muslesr bond, that it does not assune tue character of a:: 

| offersive wespon ic.s6)8ess anc until solciers are available to 
po in anc occupy the ares previously devagtatec by it. JI fin: 
dt aifficult to thinw tuat tisre are many who could reasormti 
aubscribe to thia interpretation. 

We havo tus deepest desire to kes> Cubs free of any invoeic. 
er foreigr deacination, Yne whole trecitien of our relations wit. 
Cuba has been laid in its freedon and tie maintenance of ἔχει 
freedaz. J would thersfere have no difficulty in accertice tue 
general proposal waoich J reac in your lettcr to ne to the éflect 
that you will rid Cuba promptly ef tiese weapons arc, If tts Σὲ 


Gone, tne Us will in return give furtuer assurances of vuta's 


MY «4 22. 


ἄξων _ 


territorial Integrity and freedom from any threat of Us invasion. 

ZJ wuld recognise this proposal as an effort on your part 
to make & substantial contribution to the solution of the serious 
problea which now stares us in the face. 

Σ bave received On edditional message frez you which seexs 
to introduce an entirely new -hought, namely, thet in retura for 
your withdrawal of these weapons froa Cuba, ἃ withdrawal of 
sicilar weapons ahould be made fron Turkey. 


Toe prodlen woich is seriously threatening the peace of the world 

48 the succen interposition ef nuclear Weapons anc the capsecit; 

of launching thes, en to the island of cubs. aos inbclance wales: 
this has pwfoipitased must imneciately be rectified, It ts this 
probleax which has caused the erisis whict faces us and it is tre 

One with wiuich the U: is now deeply conoerned, It ἐδ not the 
presence of a BaTu base is Turkey wuic. has peccipitatec this erisis, 


It 45 the presence of these weapons in Cubs wit. which it 48 essential 


to desl promptly. 

You mst realize, Mr. Fresident, that the Turkish bases ie ἃ 
cozponent of the defensive systen of Europe and to sugrest tict the 
WATO syuter of defense be altered by reason of the sudden in:tslletic | 
of these weapons in Cuba would be as inappropriate as for ut at | 
this time to demand new arrancements under the Varsaw Pact. 

With the MAX composition of the inrwdlate threat a definite 
stertine point I belleve could be made toward a eubsequent 
consideration ef the many lon: range protlers ΔῸΣ, exizt betreen ue 


many ef which you list in your subsequent messace to mo. Tlete 


-3- 
might include a censideration of military dispositions in eonnection 
with disarmament plans, and I would partioularly hope that out of tis 

/ present crisis that ἃ prompt conclusion of an acreement on ἃ 
| Baclear test ban would be stimilated. 

I assure you, Mr. Khrushchev, J am as deeply avare as you are 
of the consequences whieh wuld be visited upon beth ef eur 
countries as well as the world in the event of a nuclear war, and 
we naturally have the deepest anxiety to find the means by which 
euck a Clazity ean be avoided. 

I have the hope that a procpt eonclusion ef ar arrangement 
such as I have outlined in respect to Cuba would not only avert 
trie erisis but would lead to a more general settlement ani a very 


| wuch improved bazis for permanent peace. 
| 
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Ν hetloy added followin: samments: Earcewtere in the reply 
there shoulc be include¢ a demanc that the work on the bases be 
prosmptly stopped. 


This has been drafted as a fairly discursive answer to hr. ΤῈ 
to his much more lenghty mote. I heave sorwwhat the instinct that 
the form of this note may be an important factor in promptin: 

' and motivating bis action. Pekhaps amb. Thompson would heve 

| ome ideas about this, I have included the reference to offersive 
Weapons dDecause it appears to me to be a particularly weak point 

| anc one if letter ever gots published migtt have a real effect. 
Moreover, I think ft is wise to respond at least to seme decree to 
argumentation that Mr. Kh so lenshily put forward (it ie the vearert 
point in the argumentation, by the way.) I did mot apell out in 
tule letter the deta’ le or the "modalities" of ho weapons are to te 
gotten ric of, I would sixrly leave it on the assunption ti.ct he 

| fLirget cote rid of them and tren we give further assurances of 
territorial integrity. 
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